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in the fields of education, civil rights and the 
development of the Third World. Highlighting a 
lengthy list of awards to Father Hesburgh is 
the Medal of Freedom, our Nation’s highest ci-
vilian honor, bestowed on him by President 
Johnson in 1964. 

Mr. Speaker, justice has been the primary 
focus of Father Hesburgh’s pursuits through-
out his life. He was a charter member of the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, created by 
Congress in 1957 as a compromise to end a 
filibuster in the U.S. Senate to prevent pas-
sage of any and all legislation concerning civil 
rights in general and voting rights in particular. 
Father Hesburgh chaired the commission from 
1969 to 1972, until President Nixon replaced 
him as chairman because of his criticism of 
the Administration’s civil rights record. 

Father Hesburgh stepped down as head of 
the University of Notre Dame in 1987, ending 
the longest tenure among active presidents of 
American institutions of higher learning. He 
continues in retirement much as he did as the 
Nation’s senior university chief executive offi-
cer—as a leading educator and humanitarian 
inspiring generations of students and citizens, 
and generously sharing his wisdom in the 
struggle for the rights of man. 

I am personally grateful to Father Hesburgh 
for his friendship and guidance during my 
years as a student at the University of Notre 
Dame. My family shares my gratitude. My 
grandfather, William Roemer, was a professor 
of philosophy during the early years of Father 
Hesburgh’s presidency, and my parents, Jim 
and Mary Ann Roemer, also worked during his 
tenure at the University. 

Mr. Speaker, I once asked Father Hesburgh 
for advice about how to raise a happy and 
healthy family with children. His reply was 
helpful, insightful and advice I continue to fol-
low today: ‘‘Love their mother.’’ I strongly be-
lieve Father Hesburgh’s response here was 
just one of many shining examples illustrating 
that his contributions to family values in Amer-
ican society are as numerous and meaningful 
as his devoted contributions to human rights, 
education, the Catholic Church and the global 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, today is Father Hesburgh’s 
82nd birthday, and I believe that this is the 
most appropriate time for Congress and the 
entire Nation to join me in recognizing this re-
markable man and living legend of freedom in 
America. I strongly encourage my colleagues 
to support this bipartisan legislation and urge 
the House of Representatives to pass this im-
portant measure. 
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RUTH HYMAN TESTIMONIAL DIN-
NER AT THE JEWISH COMMU-
NITY CENTER OF MONMOUTH 
COUNTY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 25, 1999 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, 
June 3, 1999, the Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Monmouth County in Deal, NJ, will 
honor one of our leading citizens, Ms. Ruth 
Hyman, with a Testimonial Dinner. I am 

pleased to add my voice to the chorus of 
praise for this exceptional lady. 

Mr. Speaker, it is rare to see someone who 
has made such an impact on her community 
as Ruth Hyman has. Through her professional 
work, civic commitments, wide-ranging net-
work of friendships and a unique personal 
flair, she has made a deep and lasting impres-
sion. Her accomplishments include her ap-
parel business, Ruth Hyman Fashions, and a 
lifetime of work with numerous Jewish commu-
nity organizations. Ruth is currently the Presi-
dent of the Long Branch, NJ, Hadassah, a 
Benefactor and Board Member of the Jewish 
Community Center, Board Member of the Jew-
ish Family and Children’s Service, and Mem-
ber of Congregation of Brothers of Israel. She 
was the first Chairperson of the Women’s 
Business and Professional Division of the 
Jewish Federation. Some of her other affili-
ations and leadership positions include, Past 
President and International Life Member of 
American Red Magen David for Israel, life 
member of Daughters of Miriam, AMIT, B’nai 
Brith, Past President of Deborah, and Life 
Member of the Central New Jersey Home for 
the Aged. She is also Chairperson of the 
Women’s Division of Israel Bonds, a position 
she has held for the past 25 years. 

All of this hard work has not gone unno-
ticed, Mr. Speaker. Ruth has been presented 
with the Hadassah National Leadership Award 
and the Service Award from the Jewish Fed-
eration’s Women’s Campaign, and she was 
selected as Chai Honoree and Woman of the 
Year of the Long Branch Chapter of Hadas-
sah. She was chosen by the Jewish Federa-
tion as Lay Leader of the Year. She has been 
presented with the State of Israel Bonds 
Golda Meir Award, the Service Award from the 
Jewish Federation Women’s Campaign, and 
the State of Israel Bonds Ben Gurion Award. 

In addition to her major contributions at the 
Jewish Community Center, Ruth is founder of 
Hadassah Hospital at Ein Kerem, Israel, and 
the Mt. Scopus Hospital, where her name is 
inscribed on the hospital’s Pillar of Hope. 

Mr. Speaker, as everyone who has known 
her will attest, Ruth Hyman’s hard work for the 
community emanates from her sincere warmth 
and generosity. It is an honor to join with the 
JCC in paying tribute to her, for who she is 
and what she’s done. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 25, 1999 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on May 24, 
1999, I was unavoidably detained during two 
roll call votes: number 145, on the Motion to 
Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 1251, Des-
ignating the Noal Cushing Bateman Post Of-
fice Building; and number 146, on the Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 100, to 
Establish Designations for U.S. Postal Service 
Buildings in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Had I 
been present for the votes, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on roll call votes 145 and 146. 

IN HONOR OF THE FIELD MUSE-
UM’S DEDICATION OF THE SID-
NEY R. AND ADDIE YATES EXHI-
BITION CENTER 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 25, 1999 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I am 
very pleased to celebrate the dedication of the 
Sidney R. and Addie Yates Exhibition Center 
located at the Field Museum of Natural History 
in Chicago, IL, on May 27, 1999. The Center 
is so named because of the tremendous con-
tributions that Congressman Yates and his 
wife, Addie, made over the years in support of 
the arts, humanities, and the environment. 

There is no greater champion of the arts, 
humanities, and environment than Congress-
man Sidney Yates, and there is no greater 
champion of Congressman Yates than his life-
long mate, Addie. In her own right, Addie has 
contributed greatly to causes close and dear 
to her heart. She spearheaded the wonderful 
exhibit, ‘‘The Children’s Wall of Remem-
brance,’’ in the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum, commemorating the nearly 1.5 million 
children who perished in the Holocaust. 
Through her efforts, hundreds of thousands of 
American children were educated about the 
Holocaust and expressed this learning by 
painting tiles, which eventually found their way 
to this, now famous, Wall of Remembrance. 

Congressman Yates’ illustrious 48-year ca-
reer in the House included saving the arts and 
humanities from drastic budget cuts in the 
1980’s, helping to establish the National Holo-
caust Museum here in Washington, DC, em-
powering the Department of Interior to safe-
guard more public lands and the rights of Na-
tive Americans, and protecting the Tongass 
National Forest from logging. The field Muse-
um’s state-of-the-art new exhibition center will 
be a lasting tribute to the work of Mr. Yates. 

Located on Chicago’s beautiful lakefront, the 
Field Museum is one of the city’s crown jew-
els. Since its founding in 1893, the Field Mu-
seum has been a leader in the natural 
sciences, conducting world-class research in 
disciplines such as anthropology, biology, agri-
culture, ecology and sociology. The Field’s 
collection of over 20 million specimens, includ-
ing its recent acquisition of ‘‘Sue’’, the largest 
and most complete Tyrannosaurus Rex ever 
found, serve to both educate and astound the 
visiting public. 

The Sidney R. and Addie Yates Exhibition 
Center will serve as a permanent tribute to the 
Congressman in Chicago. It will be seen by 
the millions of visitors who make the Museum 
their destination for cultural programming. The 
facility will offer new and unique temporary ex-
hibits, such as the current exhibit, ‘‘The Art of 
Being Kuna: Layers of Meaning Among the 
Kuna of Panama,’’ which will instruct and de-
light visitors from Chicago, the nation, and the 
world. 

While we miss Sid Yates, we will never for-
get the legacy he left behind, nor will the mil-
lions of visitors to the Field who will gaze and 
look in wonderment at the exhibits placed in 
the Center named for Sid and Addie Yates. 
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